TRAINING AND RECRUITMENT

The UK is officially out of
’ recession and recruitment

: e sy dt o companies are reporting a return
® l'l :] of confidence to the market.

=T o e > It may be early days, but Guy

‘ ® A Moreton, director of
‘ o re Cr u Ii 3 ‘ e nt s e " ® MorePeople, says there is more
“& positivity among the fresh
‘ produce industry. “May 2009
was a turning point and January
this year was certainly a lot
busier than the same time in
2009 — we’re hitting the ground
running,” he tells FPJ. “I’m
predicting 2010 will be a lot
better than last year.”

David Macaulay. Redfox
director, agrees that there is
renewed optimism in the
marketplace. “Last year was
about getting your head down
and grinding it out, but that
mentality is definitely changing
and candidates are becoming less
cautious about moving,” he says.
“The fear of being the last one in
and the first one out has also
been removed. Candidates want
to progress their careers.”

In fact, confidence is
rebuilding across the supply
chain, and the strong
performance by retailers during
the recession has further boosted
that confidence.

New kid on the block
Henderson Brown has started
“extremely well”; according to
managing director Martin
Brown. who is looking forward
to growing the business this year,
having reported increased
activity. “We are busy and are
starting to get recommendations
from candidates who we have
placed, as well as further work
from those businesses we have
worked with already, which is
fantastic,” he says.

Brown anticipates that 2010
will be a year of two halves.
“The UK is now out of recession,
but there is still a huge £200
million public debt so there
could be some enormous
cutbacks and inevitably some
redundancies in the public sector,
as the country simply can’t
afford to keep borrowing,” he
says. “If that happens, whatever
recovery we have had since last
autumn could suffer, which could
lead to the demand for more
expensive food lines being
affected and economy brands

The recruitment sector is hoping for a return to form as early
signs point to ecovery. D@ris Lee Butterworth reports
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